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not listen to their objections or suggestions. More-
over, in those decisive days, Lord d'Abernon, their
guardian-angel, kept away from the Wilhelmstrasse,
as he had received explicit instructions from his
Government not to undertake any responsibility for
the German proposals.

Under these circumstances, a document was pro-
duced, the deplorable effect of which could hardly have
been surpassed. The " strong men " of the Govern-
ment thought it necessary, at a time when the costly
maintenance of the mark exchange had already begun
to fail of its effect, and the Ruhr policy had begun to
reap its first successes, solemnly to announce at the
outset of their Note that passive resistance would not
cease until the Ruhr area had been completely evacu-
ated. Apart from the hopelessness of such a demand,
by this pronouncement, passive resistance, which had
hitherto been represented as a spontaneous motion of
the Gefman people, was degraded into an instrument
that the Government could manipulate at its will. In
the purely technical part of the Note, an attempt, and
an amazingly clumsy attempt, was made to bring off
the same jugglery, in an aggravated form, that Simons
had tried once before in London. The total figure of
proposed payments was so disguised and qualified out
of consideration for opinion in Germany, that the
sum of thirty milliards of marks, already offered in
London, now seemed much less than before. The
principle of every seller, to make his offer seem as
attractive as possible, was here reversed ; from fear of
political repercussions at home, the actual total was so
trimmed about that it began to seem unworthy of
consideration. The first active step of the Cuno-